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September 5, 1979
Dear friends:

Greetings from Seattle. The Committee hasnow established an office inthe United States (we will be known
as(ICHRT-USA) andwe will be relaying information from our head office in Japan. Inadditiontomailing
outtheregular newsletters fromour Japanoffice, we will -whennecessary - initiate urgentaction campaigns.
We have, during the past month and a half done three mailingstoa limited group of people. Thisisthefirst
letter to the full mailing list. If you have comments or suggestions, please let us know.

The present letter isanurgentaction campaign: during the past week authorities in Taiwanarrested two
persons, (1) Chang Hua-min ( ), and (2) Hung chih-liang ( ). These arrests come right after
the release. ; on August 23, 1979 of two other persons, (3) Chen Bor-wen ( ), and Yang Yu-rong
( ). We will discuss each of these cases separately.

Apositive developmentworth reporting isthat Meili Tao (Beautiful Island, Formosa Monthly Magazine),
anew publication of the Democratic Opposition Movementquickly sold outitsfirstissue. The circulation
in Taiwan of this issue was 40,000.

1. Chang Hua-min ( ) arrested.

On September4,1979 Mr. Chang Hua-min, a52 year-old Chinese mainlander wasarrested in Taipei. Mr.
Changisaprolificwriterwho hasalso served aseditor of magazines. Several yearsago he completed atwo-
volumework on Chinese culture, and in March 1978 he was the editor of amagazine which reported on
the proceedings inthe Taiwan Provincial Assembly. The magazine was banned after itsfirstissue.

Mr. Chang isknownto his friends as very anti—communistand only mildly critical of the KMT. Hisarrest
andthechargesof “rebellion” and “doing propagandafor the communists” comeasagreatsurprise tothose
whoknow him.

He has during the past four years on occasion worked as a campaign aide to several members of the
Democratic Opposition Movement, most recently (Nov-Dec 1978) with Kang Ning-hsiang. Approxi-
mately aweek ago he visited the office of the Democratic Opposition and asked if they had some work for
him -- up until thattime he had not beenable to find work, and had been selling soup in front of City Hall
inTaipei.

Thearrestof Mr. Chang canthus be viewed as an attempt to intimidate the opposition. Please send letters/
telegramsto President Carter, the State Department, and Senators and Representatives from your area,
Request that they strongly protest the arrest of Mr. Chang, and ask that they urge to release Mr. Chang
immediately. Mr. Chang isnot married and has no close relatives.
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2. Hung Chih-liang ( ) arrested.

Inaseparate case, agents of the Investigation Bureau in Taiwan on August 30 1979 arrested Mr. Hung Chih-
liang ( ). Mr. Hung is not an active participant in the activities-of the Democratic Oppositlon
Movement, although he was the publisher of an agricultural magazine which inMay 197B printed anumber
ofarticlescritical of the governingauthoritiesin Taiwan.

Mr, Hungisbeingaccused of “ making propagandafor the rebels, and of meeting a“communistrebel”” during
avisitto Japan three monthsago. Mr. Hung has on several occasions met members of the Democratic
Opposition Movementin Taiwan, and could thus easily be used by the KMT to “red-hat” (implicate) some
ofthe D.O.M. members. The KMT appliedasimilar approach inthe “Wu Tai-an” case during last Spring,
whenthey used Mr. Wu -- whowas executed in May to implicate 76 year-old opposition leader Yu Teng-
fa, whoisnowservinganeightyears’ sentence.

Mr. Hung livesin Yuen-lin, Chang-hua County, ismarried and has two sonsand adaughter.

Please urge President Carter, the State Department, and your Congressmen to requestan opentrial in civil
courtfor Mr. Hung.

Addresses:
PresidentJimmy Carter Secretary Cyrus Vance
The White House Department of State
Washington D.C. 20500 Washington D.C. 20520
tel, (202) 632-7710
Senator ...... Representative.. ... ..
Senate Office Building House Office Building
Washington D.C. 20510 WashingtonD.C.20515

Congress central telephone switchboard: (202) 224-3121
3. Chen Bor-wen ( ) and Yang Yu-rong ( ) released.

ChaoLiu(TIME)editor Chenand printing plantowner Yang, both members of the Democratic Opposition
Movement— who had beenarrested on August9, 1979 --werereleased on August 23,1979. Therelease
wastheresultofaninternational campaign ontheir behalf, highlighted by the hunger-strike of 29 year-old
Taiwanese reporter Chen Wan-jenin New York.

Taiwanese readers will find enclosed a statement by Wu Tse-long, another co-editor of Chao Liu
Magazine.
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